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The Novel 

Les Misérables, a novel written by Victor Hugo in 1862, is a suspenseful story 
about society’s struggle with good and evil, law and grace. This timeless story 
is built on the premise that anyone can rise above his or her circumstances. 
The plot is driven by historical events and personal experiences Hugo 
observed on the streets of Paris in the early 1800’s, blended with fictional 
elements. This powerful story touches on history, philosophy, political theory, 
religion and social injustice. Les Misérables has been translated into 22 
different languages and has become one of the best-selling books in history. 
This beautiful work of art strikes a chord with readers around the world as it 
pleads for justice and social change. 

The Musical

Les Misérables the musical, based on Victor Hugo’s novel, opened in London in 1985. Despite critical reviews, 
the musical, with music by Claude-Michel Schönberg, was a huge success. Les Misérables is the longest 
running musical in the world having just celebrated 30 years.

“You are right, sir, when you say that  Les Misérables is written for a universal audience. 
I don’t know if it will be read by everyone, but it is meant for everyone.”    Victor Hugo

Les Misérables
Background Context 

Les Misérables is illustrated by Victor Hugo's 
favourite illustrator, French artist Émile Bayard 
(1837-1891). Bayard was famous in his lifetime for his 
portrtaits of Fantine, Éponine, Valjean, Javert and 
Cosette. 



Jean Valjean 
Dramatic Tenor Role

Character Profile: 

Prisoner 24601. After serving 19 years in prison for stealing a 
loaf of bread (5 years) and multiple escape attempts (14 years), 
Valjean is released. He breaks parole and steals silver from the 
Bishop. The Bishop has mercy on him, leading Valjean to turn 
his life around and become an honest man. Valjean changes his 
identity and becomes the mayor of a small town and a wealthy 
factory owner. He eventually adopts and cares for Fantine’s 
daughter, Cosette. 

Policeman/Inspector Javert 
Baritone Role

Character Profile: 

A firm believer in justice and the law.  Javert holds the law above 
all else and shows no mercy. He relentlessly pursues Valjean, 
wanting desperately to bring the escaped convict to justice. 
Javert experiences kindness and mercy from the changed 
Valjean. Unable to resolve his inner conflict between the law and 
grace, Javert takes his own life. 

The Bishop of Digne
Upper Canada Chorus 

Character Profile: 

A kind hearted, religious man who gives Valjean food and lodging 
after his release from prison. The Bishop gives Valjean the gift of 
forgiveness and silver to start his new life. His kindness convinces 
Valjean to change his criminal ways and become an honest and 
selfless man.

Enjorlas 
Choral Ensemble

Character Profile: 

The leader of the student revolutionary society “Friends of the 
ABC”. He is an idealist with a charismatic personality.

Key Characters



Key Characters Continued 

Fantine 
Lyric Mezzo-Soprano Role

Character Profile: 

An impoverished factory worker. Fantine has a daughter named 
Cosette. Fantine's husband abandoned her and Cosette when 
Cosette was very young. Fantine loses her job once the Foreman 
finds out about her fatherless child. She turns to the streets in 
order to continue paying the Thénardiers for Cosette’s care. As 
Fantine dies of an incurable illness, she asks Valjean to care for 
Cosette.

Young Cosette
Choral Ensemble

Character Profile: 

Fantine’s 8-year-old daughter. Fantine pays the Thénardiers to 
raise Cosette, however, she is unaware that Cosette is forced to 
work as a servant and is treated poorly.

Thénardier & Madame Thénardier
Choral Ensemble

Character Profile: 

The Thénardiers own a small inn where they constantly cheat and 
steal from their customers. They have one daughter, Éponine, 
who they pamper and dote on. Fantine pays the Thénardiers to 
care for her daughter Cosette. The Thénardiers force Cosette to 
work and keep the money for themselves. Later on, they move to 
Paris and start a gang of street thugs and con artists.

Gavroche
Choral Ensemble

Character Profile: 

A young, street-wise orphan who knows everyone and everything 
on the streets of Paris. He joins the revolutionaries and dies on 
the barricade while attempting to collect ammunition from fallen 
soldiers.



Key Characters Continued 

Marius Pontmercy
Baritone or Tenor Role

Character Profile: 

A student revolutionary and a member of the "Friends of the 
ABC" society. Marius is good friends with Éponine. Éponine falls 
in love with Marius, but Marius falls in love with Cosette and she 
with him. Marius is rescued from the barricade by Valjean. He 
receives Valjean’s blessing to marry Cosette.

Éponine
Mezzo-Soprano Role

Character Profile: 

Éponine is the only daughter of the Thénardiers. Éponine is a thief 
and con artist like her father. She secretly loves Marius although 
her love is unrequited. Éponine decides to join the revolution at 
the barricade, but Marius sends her away with a letter for Cosette. 
Upon her return to the barricade to see Marius, Éponine is killed. 

Cosette
Upper Canada Chorus

Character Profile: 

Cosette is the daughter of Fantine. She is adopted by Valjean 
and lives a life of culture and privilege under his fatherly care and 
protection. Cosette falls in love and marries Marius.

Friends of the ABC - Combeferre, Feuilly, 
Courfeyrac, Joly & Grantaire 
Choral Ensemble

Character Profile: 

A society of student revolutionaries led by Enjolras. These 
students become martyrs, leading a revolution for the rights of 
citizens and die defending their beliefs.



Prologue: 1815, DIGNE

Context: 

Set in early 19th-century France, Les Misérables is the story of 

Jean Valjean, a French peasant and his search for redemption. 

Valjean served nineteen years in prison for stealing a loaf of bread 

to feed his sister’s starving child. Jean Valjean, “prisoner 24601”, 

is released on parole and discovers that the yellow ticket-of-

leave he must display, labels him an outcast and makes it nearly 

impossible for him to find work. Only the Bishop of Digne treats 

him kindly and offers him food and lodging. Desperate and bitter, 

Valjean steals the Bishop’s silver and runs. Valjean is caught by 

the police and is astonished when the Bishop lies to the police 

to save him. Embarassed and humbled by the Bishop’s kindness, 

Valjean decides to change his ways and live a life of honesty and 

grace, free from his criminal past.

sol    do sol  do sol  do 

Homework:
• Mark all of the [so-do] leaps over the notes C to F in your score (in pencil).

Vowel Focus: [a]

sol
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Context: 

Eight years have passed. Valjean has changed his identity to 

Monsieur Madeleine, and become the mayor of Montreuil-sur-

Mer and a wealthy factory owner. One of his factory workers, 

Fantine, has a fatherless child named Cosette for whom she pays 

an innkeeper and his wife to raise. When the other women of the 

factory discover this, they demand she be fired (“At the End of 

the Day”). 

After her dismissal from the factory, Fantine reflects on her 

broken dreams and Cosette’s father who has abandoned them 

(“I Dreamed a Dream”). Desperate for money to pay for her 

daughter’s care, Fantine sells her locket, her hair and then turns 

to life on the streets for survival. Feeling devalued and shameful, 

Fantine fights back against an abusive customer and is arrested 

by Javert. About to be taken to prison, “The Mayor” passes by, 

pities Fantine, and insists that she be released and taken to the 

hospital for care (“Fantine’s Arrest”).

Homework:
• Mark each phrase in your score with a phrase mark (in pencil).
• When practising, be sure to lengthen the last note of each phrase. Do not “clip” or cut the last note too 
short.

The Mayor rescues a man who becomes trapped beneath a runaway cart. The Mayor’s incredible strength 

reminds Javert of prisoner 24601 - Jean Valjean, who Javert claims has just been recaptured and is about to 

go to trial for breaking parole. Valjean cannot let an innocent man go to prison, and confesses his real identity 

to Javert (“Who Am I? - The Trial”).

At the hospital, Valjean promises Fantine that he will find Cosette and look after her (“Come to Me"/"Fantine’s 

Death”). Relieved, Fantine gives in to her illness and dies. Javert arrives at the hospital to arrest Valjean. They 

struggle, and Valjean escapes (“The Confrontation”).

At the End of the Day: 1823, MONTREUIL-SUR-MER

Vowel Focus: [a] & [I]
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Context: 

Cosette lives with the deceitful innkeepers, the Thénardiers, 

in Montfermeil. Cosette is mistreated and forced to work as a 

servant. The Thénardiers lie to her mother Fantine, telling her 

that Cosette is sick and requires extra money for medication. 

Their own daughter, Éponine, is overindulged and treats Cosette 

poorly. Cosette dreams of a life where she is cared for with love 

and not forced to work (“Little Cosette”).

Valjean finds Cosette and pays the Thénardiers 1,500 francs to 

adopt her (“The Bargain”). Valjean takes Cosette away to Paris.

Homework:
• Find all of the [I] vowels and mark them in your score (in pencil).
• Notate the time signature changes with the appropriate conducting cue above each changing measure 
in orange pencil crayon.

Little Cosette: 1823, MONTFERMEIL

Vowel Focus: [a] & [a]



- 15 -

{
p

There is a cas- tle on a cloud, I like to go there in my sleep,

[A1][A1]23

Aren't an- y floors for me to sweep, Not in my cas-tle on a cloud.

27

There is a room that's full of toys, There are a hun-dred boys and girls,

[A2][A2]31

No- bod- y shouts or talks too loud, Not in my cas- tle on a

35

cloud. There is a la dy- all in white holds me and sings a lul- la by.- She's

[B][B]38

nice to see and she's soft to touch, She says: "Cos- ette, I love you ve- ry much."

41
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TO PURCHASE A COMPLETE SCORE FOR THIS MUSIC, VISIT WWW.SHEETMUSICPLUS.COM

REHEARSAL SCORE
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY
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I know a place where no one's lost. I know a place where no one cries

[�][�]43

Cry- ing at all is not al- lowed. Not in my cas- tle on a cloud.

47
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Context: 

Nine years have passed. There is unrest in Paris due to the 

anticipated death of a popular leader, General Lamarque. 

General Lamarque is the only government leader who shows 

mercy and kindness to the poor. The student revolutionaries are 

concerned about the effects Lamarque’s death will have on the 

impoverished people of Paris. The Thénardiers have lost their 

inn and now run a street gang in Paris. Their daughter Éponine 

has secretly fallen in love with Marius, although he is completely 

unaware of her feelings. The Thénardiers prepare to rob Valjean 

and Cosette, whom the Thénardiers do not recognize at first. 

While the gang is hassling Valjean, Cosette runs into Marius and 

they fall in love at first sight. Valjean is rescued from the thugs 

by Inspector Javert. Valjean and Cosette escape before Javert 

is made aware of their identity (“The Robbery”). Javert makes 

a vow to the stars that he will capture Valjean and bring him to 

justice (“Stars”).  Éponine reluctantly agrees to help Marius find 

Cosette (“Éponine’s Errand”).

Homework:
t�'JOE�BMM�PG�UIF�<I] vowels and mark them in your score (in pencil).
t�-FBO�PO�CFBUT���BOE����1MBDF�B�UFOVUP�NBSLJOH�	���
�PWFS�CFBUT���BOE���JO�ZPVS�TDPSF��

ABC Café - Red and Black: 1832, PARIS

_ _

Friends of the ABC, led by Enjolras, meet at a small café to prepare for the revolution. Marius interrupts the 

discussion with thoughts of his new-found love for Cosette. The students find this quite amusing! (“The ABC 

Café - Red and Black”).

Vowel Focus: [a] & [ε]
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Poco meno mosso (Poco meno mosso (qq = 80)  = 80) HH56

mp

58

It is time for us all to dec- ide who we are. Do we fight for the right to a night at the

[I1][I1]60

o- per- a now? Have you asked of your- selves what's the price you might pay?

63

Is this sim- ply a game for rich young boys to play? The col-ors of the

66

world are chang- ing day by day.

68

Red, the blood of an- gry men. Black, the dark of ag- es past.

Poco più mosso (Poco più mosso (qq = 84)  = 84) [J1][J1]70
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Red, a world a- bout to dawn, Black- the night that ends at last.

74

Had you been there to-night you might know how it feels

subito a temposubito a tempo   (q  = 80)[I�][I�]78

To be struck to the bone in a mo-ment of breath- less de- light.

80

Had you been there to- night, you might al- so have known

87

How the world may be changed, in 8ust one burst of light, And what was right seems

84

wrong, And what was wrong seems right.

86

I feel my soul on fire, 9y world if she's not there.

Poco più mosso (Poco più mosso (qq = 84)  = 84) 
[J�][J�]88
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Red, The col-our of de- sire, Black The col-our of des-pair.

<7

Red: Black:

Red, the blood of an- gry men. Black, the dark of ag- es past.

meno mosso (meno mosso (qq = 80)  = 80) [�][�]=03

Red, a world a- bout to dawn. Black,

molto rall.

the night that ends at last.
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Context: 

Gavroche brings the news of General Lamarque’s death to the students. The news circulates throughout the 

city causing great heartache and unrest. The students realize that their time has come to ignite a revolution 

(“People’s Song”).

Homework:
t�'JOE�BMM�PG�UIF�<I] vowels and mark them in your score (in pencil).
t�%SBX�BO�BSSPX�	Ǜ
�DPOOFDUJOH�FBDI�EPUUFE�RVBSUFS�OPUF�	).) found in the middle of a phrase to the next 
note.  This arrow will help remind you to carry-through the phrase and to not take a breath mid-phrase!

People’s Song: 1832 PARIS

Vowel Focus: [a], [i] & [ε] 
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FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY
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Do you

hear the peo-ple sing, sing- ing the song of an gry- men? It is the mus- ic of a peo-ple who will
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not be slaves a- gain! When the beat- ing of your heart ech- oes the

6

beat- ing of the drums there is a life a- bout to start when to- mor- row

8

comes!

poco accel.

Will you join in our cru- sade?Who will be strong and stand with me? Bey-

poco più mosso poco più mosso q. = 84 = 84[B][B]10

ond the bar- ri- cade is there a world you long to see?
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join in the fight that will give you the right to be free!

(2T3DE4T2)

Do you

15

hear the peo- ple sing, sing- ing the song of an- gry men? It is the
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mus- ic of a peo- ple who will not be slaves a- gain! When the
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beat- ing of your heart e- choes the beat- ing of the drums, There is a

81

life a- bout to start when to- mor- row comes9 Will

(FE3I::;)

you give all you can give so that our
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up and ta>e your chance? The blood of the mart-yrs will wat- er the mead-ows of

88
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France! Do you
hear the peo- ple sing, sing- ing the songs of an- gry men, It is the

(q. = 88)[�][�]30

mus- ic of a peo- ple who will not be slaves a- gain9 When the

33

beat- ing of your heart ech- -oes-the beat- ing of the drums, There is a-
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life a- bout to start when to- mor- row comes9
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Context: 

Thénardier and his gang plan to rob Valjean’s house and are stopped by Éponine (“The Attack on Rue Plumet”). 

Valjean believes the intruders were sent by Javert and warns Cosette that they must once again, flee.

On the eve of the 1832 Paris Uprising, Valjean prepares to flee; Cosette and Marius, heartbroken, part ways; 

Éponine mourns her unreciprocated love for Marius; Enjolras urges all of Paris to join his revolution; the 

students prepare for battle; Marius is conflicted whether to go with Cosette or join the battle; Javert plans to 

spy on the students; and the Thénardiers scheme to profit from the political and social unrest.

Marius decides to join his friends in the battle, and all anticipate the new dawn (“One Day More”).

One Day More: 1832 PARIS

Vowel Focus: [a], [ε], [i], [a], [I]

Homework:

t�)JHIMJHIU�ZPVS�WPDBM�MJOF�JO�B�DPMPVS�PUIFS�UIBO�ZFMMPX�	$PTFUUF�PS�Thénardiers).
t�)JHIMJHIU�FBDI�GFSNBUB�	������
�JO�ZFMMPX�



- 31 -

{

{

Piano
pp

ModeratoModerato

Valjean

Pno.

One day more, A- noth-er day, a- noth-er

[A][A]4

[A][A]

Valjean

des- tin- y, This nev- er end- ing road to Cal- var- y, These

6

Marius

Valjean

I did not live un til- to

8

men who seem to know my crime Will sure- ly come a sec ond time one day more

Cosette

Marius

Valjean

To- mor- row you'll be world's a-

10

day. How can I live when we are part- ed? To- mor- row you'll be world's a-

One day more.
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+ponine

Cosette

Marius

Valjean

One more day all on my

[�][�]14

way.
And yet with you my world has start- ed.

way. And yet with you my world has start- ed.

+ponine

Cosette

Marius

own. One more day with him not car- ing.

18

Will we ev er- meet a gain?- I was born to be with

Will we ev er- meet a gain?- I was born to be with

+ponine

Cosette

Marius

What a li,e I might known.
-ut he ne-ver saw me there.

POCO.PI/.MO00O.1POCO.PI/.MO00O.1����2231

you. And I swear I will be true

you. And I swear I will be true.
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Marius

+njorlas

4o I ,ol low- where she goes?

[�][�]36

One more day be-,ore the storm. At the bar- ri-cades o,

Marius

+njorlas

0hall I join my bro-thers there? 4o I stay, and do I

35

,ree- dom. When our ranks be-gin to ,orm

Marius

+njorlas

Valjean

Chorus

dare?

63

Will you take your place with me?

One day

the time is now the day is here.

Valjean

7avert

more.

1�8.84-882.[�][�]66
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Valjean

7avert

Thernardiers

One day more

65

school- boys. They will wet them- selves with blood.

Watch 'em run a- muck. Catch 'em as they

Thernardiers

,all. 9ev er- know your luck when there's a ,ree ,or

41

Thernardiers

all. Here a lit-tle 'dip'. There a lit-tle 'touch'. Most o, them are gon- ers so they won't miss

43

Thernardiers

Chorus

much.
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:aise the ,lag o, ,ree-dom high,

One day to a new beg- in- ning +v- 'ry man will be a
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Chorus

+v- 'ry man will be a king; There's a new world- to be

4<

king, There's a new world- ,or the win- ning,

Marius

Chorus

My place- is here, I ,ight- with

=0

won. 4o you hear the peo- ple sing?

4o you hear the peo- ple sing?

Cosette

Marius

Valjean

7avert

Thernardiers

I did not live un- til to-

1�8.84-882.[�][�]=6

you; I did not live un- til to-
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One day more;

I will join these peo- ple

Watch 'em run a- muck,
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+ponine

Cosette

Marius

7avert

Thernardiers

One day more all on my own,

==

day, How can I live when we are

day, How can I live when we are

her- oes, I will ,ol- where they I will learn their lit- tle

Catch 'em as they ,all, Here a lit tle- dip

Cosette

Marius

Valjean

7avert

Thernardiers

part- ed? To mor- row- you'll be worlds a -
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part- ed?
To mor- row- you'll be worlds a -

One day more;

se- crets I will know the things they know. One more day to re- vol-

There a lit tle- touch
Watch 'em run a- muck. Catch 'em as they
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+ponine

Cosette

Marius

Valjean

7avert

Thernardiers

What a li,e I might have known.
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way, And yet with you my world has

way, And yet with you my world has

To-

u- tion, We will nip it in the bud> We'll be read- y ,or these

,all. 9ev-er know your luck when there's a ,ree- ,or- all.
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Cosette

Marius

Valjean

7avert

Chorus

To
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start- ed. To
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Cosette

Marius

Valjean

7avert

Thernardiers

Chorus

mor-
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row we'll dis- cov- er what our ?od in heav- en has in store, One more
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dawn, One more day, One day more.
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Context: 

The students prepare to build a barricade to serve as their rally 

point. Éponine disguises herself as a boy and joins the rebels at 

the barricade. Marius sends Éponine to deliver a farewell letter to 

Cosette (“Building the Barricade - Upon These Stones”). Valjean 

intercepts the letter, learning of Marius and Cosette’s love for 

eachother.  Éponine walks the streets of Paris alone, lamenting 

her unrequited love for Marius (“On My Own”). Éponine decides 

to rejoin Marius at the barricade.

The barricade is built and the students disobey a warning from 

the French army to surrender or die (“At the Barricade - Upon 

These Stones”). Gavroche exposes Javert as a police spy and the 

students detain him (“Little People”).

Little People

Homework:
t�'JOE�BMM�PG�UIF�<Į>���<I] vowels and mark them in your score (in pencil).
t�)JHIMJHIU�UIF�SFQFBU�TJHOT�	�    and     ) in yellow.
t�)JHIMJHIU�UIF�%BM�4FHOP�	�������
�%�4��BM�$PEB�BOE�$PEB�TJHOT�JO�ZFMMPX�

Vowel Focus: [ε], [i], [a] 
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worm can roll a stone, a bee can sting a bear, a fly can fly a- round +er-sailles 'cos
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flies don't care! A spar-row in a hat can make a hap- py home, a
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flea can bite the bot-tom of the Pope in .ome! /o- Pope in .ome!
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don't give a care for bet-ter or for worse I love the true op- -en-air Be
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care-ful as you go 'cos lit-tle peo-ple grow... And lit-tle peo-ple know when
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lit- tle peo-ple fight we may look eas- y pick-ings- but we got some bite! 1o
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nev- er kick a dog be- cause it's just a pup. 4ou bet-ter run for cov-er when the

,2

pup grows up! And we'll fight like twen-ty ar mies- and we won't give up! A
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flea can bite the bot- tom of the Pope in .ome!
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Homework:
t�'JOE�BMM�PG�UIF�<Į>�<I] ��<ε] vowels and mark them in your score (in pencil).
t�'PS�XPSET�FOEJOH�JO�UIF�MFUUFS�T�DSPTT�PVU�UIF�AT��BOE�NPWF�UIF�AT��UP�UIF�CFHJOOJOH�PG�UIF�GPMMPXJOH�XPSE�
JO�ZPVS�TDPSF��5IJT�XJMM�IFMQ�ZPV�SFNFNCFS�UP�MFOHUIFO�UIF�WPXFM�BOE�TIPSUFO�UIF�AT��TPVOE�

Context: 

The students hope that their act of defiance will spark an uprising 

and that all citizens of Paris will join them in overtaking the army. 

Éponine is killed by soldiers as she crosses the barricade. Marius 

holds her in his arms as she is dying. Éponine professes her love 

for him (“A Little Fall of Rain”). Valjean arrives at the barricade, 

disguised as a soldier, in search of Marius (“Night of Anguish”). He 

wants to protect Marius for Cosette’s sake. Enjolras gives Valjean 

the opportunity to kill the detained Javert, but instead, Valjean 

has mercy on him and lets him go with no conditions (“The First 

Attack”). 

The students rest for the night on the barricade. They reminisce 

about the past and share their concerns for the future. Marius 

is devastated over losing Éponine and wonders if Cosette will 

remember him if he dies (“Drink with Me”). In the quiet and 

stillness of the night, Valjean prays that God will protect Marius 

(“Bring Him Home”). The next day, it is clear that the people of 

Paris have not joined the rebels in their fight and they decide to fight the French Army despite the odds (“Dawn 

of Anguish”). Gavroche is killed while attempting to recover ammunition from the fallen soldiers 

(“The Second Attack/Death of Gavroche”). Everyone at the barricade is killed except for Valjean and Marius, 

who is badly wounded. Valjean escapes into the sewers carrying the unconsious Marius (“The Final Battle”). 

The Night

Vowel Focus: [i] & [u]
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Drink with me To days gone by Sing with

[B1][B1]8

me the songs we knew. Here's to pret ty- girls who went to our heads. Here's to
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wit ty- girls who want to be wed. Here's to them and here's to you! Drink with
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me to days gone by, Can it be you fear to die?
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Will the world re mem- ber- you when you fall? Can it be your life means
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lie? Drink with me to days gone by, to the life
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Drink with me to days gone by To the life that
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Context: 

Marius and Cosette go to Valjean and find that he is near death. Fantine’s spirit appears to Valjean telling him 

that he is forgiven and soon he will be in heaven. Marius thanks Valjean for saving him. Valjean gives Cosette 

a letter where she learns of Valjean’s past and the truth about her mother. The spirits of Fantine and Éponine 

guide him to heaven and they are joined by those who lost their lives on the barricade. 

Epilogue

Homework:
t�Find the [u] vowels and mark them in your score (in pencil).

Vowel Focus: [o] & 

[e]
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pa- Pa pa- i do not un der- stand-

[D][D]
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Are you al- right? They said you'd gone a way.-
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(VALJEAN)

Co sette- my child, am I for giv- en- now?Thank God, thank God, I've lived to see this
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It's you who must for-give a thought- less fool, It's you
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who must for-give a thank- less man. It's thanks to you that I am

68

liv- ing, And a- gain I lay down my life at your feet. Co- sette, your
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fa ther is a saint. When they wound-ed me, He took me from the bar- ri- cade,
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Car- ried like a babe And brought me home to you.
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Now you are here A- gain be- side me.
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